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CONFIDENTIAL NAHA 351 
CINCPAC ALSO FOR POLAD 
E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MARR, JA 

SUBJECT: B-52 WEATHER EVACUATION TO KADENA 
REF: NAHA 261 (DTG 210815Z MAY 76) 

1 . SUMMARY: AS IN PAST, TYPHOON WEATHER EVACUATION FROM GUAM TO 
KADENA IMMEDIATELY SPARKED PROTESTS FROM PREFECTURAL GOVERNOR AND 
OTHERS WHO ASSERT OKINAWANS OPPOSE B-52 VISITS NO MATTER WHAT 
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THE REASON. END SUMMARY. 
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2. CG CALLED ON GOVERNOR TAIRA 0930 HOURS JULY 13 AND GAVE CUSTOM- 
ARY ADVANCE NOTIFICATION THAT 12 B-52'S AND 5 KC-135’S WERE BEING 
MOVED FROM ANDERSON AFB, GUAM, TO KADENA AFB ON OKINAWA IN COURSE 
OF MORNING BECAUSE OF THREAT TO GUAM FROM TYPHOON THERESE. CG TOLD 
GOVERNOR THAT WHILE USG FULLY AWARE OF OKINAWAN SENTIMENT OPPOSING 
B-52 VISITS. WEATHER EVACUATION TO KADENA WAS UNAVOIDABLE 
(YAMUOENAI) INASMUCH AS KADENA ONLY SUITABLE SAFE HAVEN FOR GUAM- 
BASED B-52'S AT PRESENT TIME, TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ALL RELEVANT CON- 
SIDERATIONS. CG NOTED THAT POTENTIAL ADVERSE WEATHER THREAT TO 
GUAM WAS ONLY REASON AIRCRAFT BEING MOVED TO KADENA AND THAT AIR- 
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CRAFT WOULD RETURN TO THEIR HOME BASE AS SOON AS TYPHOON THREAT 
TO GUAM HAD PASED. 

3. THERE THEN ENSUED WHAT IS BEST DESCRIBED AS AS HOUR-LONG Q - 
A SESSION, VERGING ON A DEBATE, IN WHICH GOVERNOR EXPRESSED SAME 
FAMILIAR SENTIMENTS AS OTHER OKINAWANS WHO HAVE OPPOSED B-52 VISITS 
IN PAST. GOVERNOR SAID HE WAS UNABLE TO COMPREHEND WHY B-52'S 
COULD NOT BE EVACUATED TO HAWAII OR OTHER LOCATIONS SUCH AS PHILIP- 
PINES OR TAIWAN. ASSERTING THAT JAPANESE FOREIGN MINISTRY HAD AD- 
VISED THAT 50 B-52'S WERE STATIONED ON GUAM AND NOTING THAT THIS 
EVACUATION INVOLVED ONLY 12 B-52'S IN CONTRAST TO 14 EVACUATED TO 
KADENA ON LAST OCCASION IN MAY, GOVERNOR WAS CONVINCED THAT VARI- 
OUS B-52'S ON GUAM WERE BEING EVACUATED TO OTHER LOCATIONS AND THAT 
WE COULD USE SUCH ALTERNATIVE SAFE HAVEN FOR ALL B-52'S IF ONLY WE 
WOULD TAKE ACCOUNT OF OKINAWAN STRONG FEELINGS IN MATTER. IN RES- 
PONDING, CG NOTED MUCH GREATER DISTANCE OF GUAM FROM HAWAII THAN 
ROM OKINAWA AND SAID FUNDAMENTAL OBSTACLE TO USE OF HAWAII AS SAGE 
HAVEN WAS REQUIREMENT UNDER EXISTING DEFENSE ARRANGEMENTS THAT B-52'S 
REMAIN IN THIS PART OF THE WORLD, THE FAR EAST. CG ALSO NOTED THAT 
KADENA IS USED FOR B-52 EATHER EVACUATION WITH THE UNDERSTANDING 
OF THE HOST COUNTRY GOVERNMENT. 
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4. AS DO ALL OKINAWANS WHO PROTEST B-52 VISITS, GOVERNOR DWELT ON 
WHAT HE TERMED WELL-DOCUMENTED DANGER OF B-52 ACCIDENT, VIVIDLY RE- 
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CALLING KADENA B-52 ACCIDENT OF 1968. CG SAID USG WELL AWARE OF 
OKINAWAN FEELINGS IN THIS REGARD BUT COULD NOT AGREE THAT THERE WAS 
BASIS FOR SUCH CONCERN. CG POINTED OUT THAT B-52 PILOTS AND CREWS 
RECEIVED RIGOROUS TRAINING ON SAFETY MEASURES AS DO PILOTS AND CREWS 
OF ALL AIR FORCE PLANES. 

5. LOCAL NEWS MEDIA PROMPTLYHEADLINED GOVERNOR'S STRONG PROTEST 
AGAINST THIS OR ANY FUTURE B-52 VISIT "IN DISREGARD OF OPPOSITION OF 
PREFCTURAL PEOPLE" AND HIS DEMAND FOR IMMEDIATE WITHDRAWL. MEDIA 
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ALSO HIGHLIGHTED CG STATEMENTS THAT KADENA IS USED FOR WEATHER 
EVACUATION WITH UNDERSTANDING OF GOJ AND THAT B-52'S ARE NOT A 
DANGER TO OKINAWANS. 

6. LATER IN DAY NHK QUERIED CONGEN RE SPECIFIC DOCUMENT IN WHICH 
GOJ AGREED TO B-52 VISITS TO KADENA. QUESTION WHICH CONGEN REPLIED 
SHOULD PROPERLY BE ADDRESSED TO JAPANESE FOREIGN MINISTRY. 

7. AS IN PAST, KADENA CITY MAYOR AND ASSEMBLY PROMPTLY ISSUED 
PROTEST STATEMENT AND RESOLUTION, WHICH THEY PRESENTED TO CG JULY 
14. LDP MEMBERS OF DELEGATION ASSERTED B-52 VISITS AR MAKIMING IG 
INCREASINGLY DIFFICULT FOR THEM TO MAINTAIN WITH KADENA ELECTORATE 
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LDP POLICY OF ENDORSING SECURITY TREATY AND PRESENCE OF KADENA AB. 

IN RESPONSE, CG EMPHASIZED USG KNOWLEDG OF KADENA SENTIMENTS, UN- 
AVOID ABILITY OF WEATHER EVAC USE OF KADENA AND ABSENCE OF DANGER TO 
LOCAL INHABITANTS. 

8. CG NOTIFIED GOVERNOR MORNING JULY 14 THAT TYPHOON THERESE HAS 
PASSED BY GUAM AND THAT, BARRING UNEXPECTED CHANGE INWEATHER 
SITUATION, B-52'S WILL RETURN TO GUAM SOMETIME JULY 15, OKINAWA 
TIME. 

9. THUS FAR OKINAWAN MEDIA COVERAGE, WHILE HIGHLY UNFAVORABLE, HAS 
BEEN SOMEWHAT LESS EXTENSIVE AND EMOTIONAL THANDURING LAST WEATHER 
EVAC IN MAY. THIS TIME, PERHAPS AS RESULT OF CG DISCUSSIONS WITH 
NEWSPAPER EDITORS, PRESS HAS CARRIED REPORTS OF TYPHOON THERESE 
THREAT TO GUAM ALONGSIDE B-52 PROTEST STORIES. NONETHELESS, IT 

SEEMS CLEAR THAT OKINAWAN EMOTIONS, IN PARTICULAR FEAR ROOTED IN 
MEMORIES OF 1968 ACCIDENT AT KADENA, ARE DEEP-ROOTED AND MAY NOT 
BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 

10. COMMENT: THIS WAS MY FIRST DISCUSSION WITH GOVERNOR TAIRA ON 
MATTER OF SUBSTANCE. BASED ON THIS FIRST EXPERIENCE, I WOULD SAY 
THAT GOVERNOR TAIRA IS A SIGNIFICANTLY DIFFERENT PERSON THAT HIS 
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PREDECESSOR GOVERNOR YARA AND THAT HE WILL BE MORE DIFFICULT 
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TO DEAL WITH. HIS DISCUSSION OF B-52 ISSUE WOULD SEEM TO CONFIRM 
STATEMENT OF WELL-INFORMED OKINAWAN POLITICAL LEADER THAT WHILE 
TAIRA AND YARA SHARE BASIC REFORMIST OKINAWAN ATTITUDES TOWARD U.S. 
BASES, GOJ, ETC., TAIRA HAS NARROW, STRICTLY OKINAWAN PERSPECTIVE 
AND LACKS YARA'S APPRECIATION AND ACCEPTANCE OF BROADER CONSIDERR- 
TIONS OUTSIDE PURVIEW OF PREFECTURAL GOVERNOR WHICH BEAR ON 
PROBLEMS INVOLVING U.S. BASES ON OKINAWA. 

KNOWLES 
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